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CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  LICHFIELD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


I  EDI CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
City  and  County  of  Lichfield. 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  ny  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  community  -and  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  Council. 

I  am  glad  that  the  report  is  again  a  reasonably  satisfactory 

one . 


As  in  other  years ,  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
both  Members  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  help 
and  co-operation  during  the  year,  and  would  e-lso  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  assistance  given  by  the  Surveyor,  Housing  Manager  and  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  supplying  information  for  this  report. 


C.  E.  JAMISON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Guildhall, 
5th  August, 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Particulars  of  the  area,  population,  number  of  inhabited  houses, 
total  rateable  value  of  all  property  subject  to  rates  and  the  product 
of  a  penny  rate  are  set  out  below-  in  the  same  form  as  in  earlier  yearss- 


Area  (in  acres)  .. 

Population  . . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Total  Rateable  Value  of  Property 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


3,597 

18,130 

5,611 

£637,756 

£2,660 


While  the  boundaries,  of  course,  remain  unchanged  as  compared  with 
previous  years,  it  ’will  be  seen  that  the  population  showed  an  increase 
even  greater  than  that  of  previous  years,  but  in  line  with  the  rapid 
increase  in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses.  The  increase  in  total  rateable 
value  of  property  and  in  the  product  of  a  penny  rate  also  testify  to  the 
rapid  growth  that  is  now  taking  place . 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  principal  statistics  are  set  out  below  under  the  usual 
headings i- 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

226 

201 

427 

Illegitimate 

8 

8 

16 

Totals 

234 

209 

443 

Live  3irth  Rate  per  1 

,000  Popul 

ation  =  24. 

4 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

5 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Live  and  S 

till  Births 

=  15. 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Week 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

2 

4 

Early  Neonatal  Death  Rate 

per  1,000 

Live  Births 

=  9.0 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

.  .. 

Totals 

3 

2 

5 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  =  11.3 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

6 

12 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

6 

6 

12 

Infant  Death  Rate 

per  1,000 

Live  Births 

1 — 1 

L - 

C\J 

II 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Male 

Famale 

Total 

77 

103 

180 

Death  Rate  (All  Ages)  per  1,000  Population  =  9°  9 


As  will  be  seen,  from  the  figures  in  the  appropriate  columns, 
one  birth  in  every  23  births,  live  or  still,  was  an  illegitimate  one, 
this  figure  comparing  with  one  in  31  in  1963,  one  in  22  in  1902,  one 
in  18  in  1961,  one  in  28  in  i960,  one  in  24  in  1959,  one  in  15  in 
1958  and  one  in  22  in  1957° 

It  will  also  bo  seen  that,  as  in  the  previous  year,  there  was 
no  still  birth  in  an  illegitimate  pregnancy  and  no  death  in  an 
illegitimate  infant.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  question  of 
comparison  between  the  respective  rates  does  not  arise. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  statistics  for  1964  compare 
with  those  for  yreceeding  years 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

btill 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Death- 

Rate 

Death  Rato 
(All  Ages) 

1957 

11,190 

20.1 

26.0 

26.7 

no 

o\ 

-0 

11.6 

1958 

11,510 

21.4 

39-0 

12.2 

24.4 

12.4 

1959 

12,180 

17.6 

13.7 

9°3 

18.6 

12.7 

I960 

12,840 

22.0 

20.8 

10.6 

24.8 

14.2 

1961 

14,240 

21.8 

40.2 

12.9 

12.9 

12.6 

1962 

15?350 

20.0 

19.2 

12.0 

19°  5 

9°5 

1963 

16,490 

24.4 

17.1 

10.0 

12.4 

10.4 

1964 

18,130 

24.4 

15.5 

11.3 

27.1 

9.9 

The  relatively  high  live  birth  rate  obviously  reflects  the  increasing 
influx  of  young  persons  now  coming  to  live  in  Lichfield,  and  is  likely  to 
continue,  and  possibly  to  increase  further,  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

In  contrast,  the  still  birth  rate  is  affected  by  quite  different 
factors,  by  no  means  fully  known,  affecting’  the  outcome  of  the  pregnancy. 
Fortunately,  the  figure  for  1964  compares  quite  favourably  with  those  for 
other  recent  years. 

The  neonatal  death  rate  for  1964  was  similar  to  the  average  of  the 
years  since  1957?  but  the  infant  death  rate  was  higher  than  that  for  any 
of  the  other  years  covered  by  the  table.  The  causes  of  death  in  the  latter 
age  group  will  be  mentioned  in  a  later  paragraph. 

The  death  rate  is  obviously  likely  to  have  been  affected,  like  the 
birth  rate ,  by  the  addition  of  many  younger  people,  from  outside,  to  the 
community,  and  no  great  amount  of  significance  can  be  attahced  to  the 
unadjusted  figure,  satisfactory  though  it  appears  to  be. 


After  adjusting  the  figures  for  births  and  deaths,  in  accordance  with 
the  comparability  factors  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  to  allow  for 
variation  of  age  and  sex  of  inhabitants,  as  compared  with  those  in  the 
country  as  a  who le ,  the  following  ta'le  shows  how  the  local  figures  compare 
with  the  national  oness- 


Area 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

Lichfield 

22.0 

15-5 

11.3 

27.1 

10.0 

England  &  Wales 

18.4 

16.3 

13.8 

20.0 

11.3 

Ad jus ted  in 
except  the  rather 
with  the  national 


this  way,  it  becomes  clear  that  all  the  local  figures, 
important  one  relating  to  infant  deaths,  compare  well 
ones . 


CAUSES  0?  DEATH 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  in  Lichfield  who  died  during  19&4»  regardless  of  where  the  death 
actually  occurred:- 


Total 

Under 

4  weeks 

AGE  IN  YEARS 

CAUSE  OP  DEATH 

Sex 

All 

4 

&  under 

Age  s 

Weeks 

1  year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

75  &  Over 

Pulmonary 

M 

Tuberculosis 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other 

M 

— 

- 

— 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

■p. 

- 

Tuberculosis 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic 

M 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

__ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

Disease 

TP 

±' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

Diphtheria 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

Whooping 

M 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

M 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Cough 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 

I'/l 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Infe ctions 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute 

:m 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

f 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

M 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Other  Infective 
&  Parasitic 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

F 

Diseases 

Malignant 

M 

2 

_ 

"1 

1 

Neoplasm  of 
Stomach 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant 

M 

7 

1 

J 

2 

2 

Neoplasm  of  Lung 
&  Bronchus 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Malignant 

Vi 

Neoplasm  of 

F 

3 

1 

O 

c. 

Breast 

CAUSE  OP  DEATH 


Malignant 
Neoplasia,  of 
Uterus 

Other  Malignant 
&  lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

Leukaemia  & 
Aieukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions 
of  Nervous 
System 

Coronary  Disease 
&  Angina 

Hypertension 
with  Heart 
Disease 
Other  Heart 
Diseases 

Other 

Circulatory 

Diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases 
of  Respiratory 
System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 
&  Duodenum 

Gastritis , 
Enteritis  & 
Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  & 
Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of 
Prostrate 

Pregnancy, 
Childbirth  & 
Abortion 
Congenital 
Malfor.  nations 

Other  Defined  & 
Ill-Defined 
Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle 
Accidents 

All  Other 
Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  & 
Operations  of 
Y/ar 


Total 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

AGE  IN  YEARS 

Sex 

4 

& 

il-i- -L 

UllClUX 

Ages 

Weeks 

1 

year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

75  &  O' 

P 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

M 

5 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

P 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

2 

M 

P 

-  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

15 

l 

1 

6 

1 

8 

P 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

8 

M 

ll 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

— 

2 

3 

5 

1 

P 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

3 

6 

M 

P 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

M 

8 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_L 

_ 

1 

2 

4 

F 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

10 

M 

4 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

F 

M 

6 

“ 

— 

““ 

“ 

-— 

1 

5 

F 

M 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

P 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

M 

4 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

F 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

M 

__ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

P 

M 

2 

“ * 

2 

P 

M 

1 

X 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

M 

P 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

M 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

P 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“* 

M 

10 

2 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

8 

P 

22 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

16 

M 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

2 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

E 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

, 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

— 

— 

•• 

_ _ 1 

Taking  the  deaths  as  a  whole,  it  will  he  seen  that,  as  already  recorded 
elsewhere,  five  occurred  in  infants  under  four  weeks,  and  a  further  seven 
deaths  in  infants  over  four  weeks  but  under  one  year.  There  were  no  deaths 
in  children  of  between  one  and  five  years,  and  only  one  death  in  a  child  of 
school  age.  In  older  age-groups,  there  were  only  sixteen  deaths  at  ages 
between  15  and  55  years,  but  30  between  55  years  and  65  years,  another  30 
between  65  and  75  years,  and  no  fewer  than  91  at  ages  over  75  years.  It  will 
be  noted  that,  in  general,  there  were  roughly  equal  numbers  of  male  and  female 
deaths  at  ages  up  to  75  years  but  a  narked  predominance  of  female  deaths  at 
ages  over  75  years.  The  disparity  in  the  oldest  age-group  is,  of  course,  due 
to  the  greater  longevity  of  women  as  compared  with  men,  a  disparity  which  is 
too  well  known  to  merit  further  comment. 

Of  the  five  deaths  occurring  at  under  four  weeks,  one  was,  as  stated 
in  the  table,  due  to  pneumonia.  The  others  were  attributed  either  to 
prematurity  or  congenital  malformation,  which  are  now  the  main  causes  of 
death  in  this  age-group. 

Coming  to  the  seven  deaths  in  children  over  four  weeks  but  under  one 
year,  it  will  be  seen  that  three  were  due  to  pneumonia  and  four  to  congenital 
malformations.  The  former  group  illustrate  the  importance  of  preventing 
hypothermia  in  infants,  a  subject  now  receiving  a  good  deal  of  attention, 
while  the  latter  group  of  deaths  show  what  a  large  part  congenital  malformation 
are  now  playing  in  tho  causation  of  deaths  in  infants.  It  is  regrettable 
that  so  little  is  known  as  to  tho  actual  causes  underlying  those  congenital 
malformations . 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  the  complete  absence  of  deaths  in  1964  fr°m 
the  various  infectious  diseases  set  out  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  table, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  tuberculosis,  which  had  claimed  at  least  one 
life  in  each  of  the  previous  four  years.  Further  reference  will  be  ma.de 
to  this  in  a  later  paragraph. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchitis  were  again  high,  and  again 
predominantly  in  men.  It  will  be  noted  that  three  of  tho  eight  deaths  were 
at  ages  between  55  and  65  years,  the  remaining  deaths  being  in  persons  over 
65  years  of  age.  The  figures  again  show  how  completely  this  disease  has  now 
overshadowed  tuberculosis  as  a  cause  of  death.  Taken  in  conjunction  with  our 
knowledge,  incomplete  though  it  is,  of  tho  causation  of  the  disease,  the 
figures  illustrate  the  justifiability  of  the  measures  now  being  taken  to 
deter  adolescents  from  becoming  addicted  to  the  smoking  of  tobacco, 
particularly  in  the  form  ox  cigarettes . 

The  figures  relating  to  pneumonia  indicate  that,  at  least  in  its 
more  serious  forms,  this  is  now  largely  a  disease  of  the  very  young  and 
the  very  elderly.  The  disparity  between  the  number  of  deaths  and  the 
number  of  notifications  is,  of  course,  explained  by  the  fact  that  not  all 
forms  of  the  disease  are  notifiable. 

It  is  again  satisfactory  to  note,  on  the  negative  side,  the  absence 
of  deaths  relating  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion,  which  merits  a 
tribute  to  the  maternity  service  as  a  whole. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  deaths  from  accidents 
involving  motor  vehicles  were,  if  not  below  the  average  for  a  number  of 
years,  at  least  lower  than  in  the  preceeding  year. 


- 


. 


NOTIFIABLE!  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS )  . 


The  fol  owing  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the  various 
notifiable  infectious  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  actually  notified 
during  the  year,  and  also,  for  comparison,  the  number  of  cases  of  these 
diseases  notified  during  the  preceeding  ten  yearss- 


DISEASE 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Measles 

— 

127 

2 

215 

52 

209 

194 

320 

3 

425 

315 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

2 

7 

11 

15 

1 

34 

— 

— 

19 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

-T. 

2 

4 

2 

3 

7 

2 

1 

2 

8 

7 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

-- 

-- 

— 

.  —  — 

_ _ 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

_L 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

7 

20 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

22 

— 

5 

Pood  Poisoning 

— 

— 

3 

4 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

13 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

4 

1 

6 

— 

2 

1 

12 

1 

3 

/ 

4 

Peurperal 

lyrexia 

8 

A 

~r 

6 

17 

7 

4 

8 

3 

6 

10 

12 

Opthalmia 

Neon  at  or  urn 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

2 

— 

The  number  of  canes  of  measles  notified  was  again  large,  in  fact 
rather  surprisingly  so  in  the  light  of  the  even  larger  number  of  cases 
notified  in  the  previous  year.  Taking  the  figures  of  the  two  years  together, 
it  becomes  obvious  why  we  are,  at  the  present  time,  relatively  unaffected 
oy  tne  heavy  incidence  recorded  in  other  parts  of  the  country  during  recent 
months.  It  would  seem  that  the  disease  is,  to  some  extent,  tending  to  lose 
its  characteristic  biennial  character,  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned. 
Jnf ortunat e ly ,  a  vaccine  suitable  for  general  large-scale  use  is  not  yet 
available . 


The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  was  again  satisfactorily 
low.  This  and  the  continued  absence  of  deaths  from  the  disease  are  a  welcome 
reward  lor  all  those  who  have  worked  on  the  campaign  to  immunise  infants 
against  a  disease  which  can  be  so  serious  in  itself  and  so  productive  of 
serious  complications  when  contracted  in  infancy. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  again  low,  and  calls  for  no 
special  comment. 

It  will  be  seen  that  poliomylitis  was  again  absent  from  Lichfield  for 
the  seventh  consecutive  year,  in  marked  contrast  to  the  position  prior  to 
the  immunisation  campaign  which  changed  the  whole  picture  so  dramatically. 
Needless  tc  say,  it  is  still  much  too  early  to  relax  that  campaign,  at 
least  so  far  as  preschool  and  school  children  are  concerned,  although 
efforts  are  not  now  directed  at  adults  in  the  way  that  was  formerly  so 
necessary. 


* 


Although  five  oases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  four  of  these  occurred 
in  one  family,  where  the  mother  and  three  young  children  were  involved. 

The  other  case  was  a  spasmodic  one,  quite  unrelated  to  the  family  outbreak 
mentioned  above.  Routine  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  spread  of  infection, 
and  no  other  cases  were  reported. 

The  absence  of  any  cases  of  food  poisoning  is  a  pleasant  feature  of 
the  statistics. 

The  apparently  high  incidence  of  peurpcral  pyrexia  was,  of  course, 
related  to  tho  fact  that  the  City  contains  a  maternity  hospital  with  a 
large  number  of  deliveries  in  the  course  of  a  year.  None  of  the  cases 
notified  was  of  a  nature  to  cause  any  great  anxiety. 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever  and  smallpox 
remain  absent  from  the  table,  no  case  of  any  of  these  diseases  having  been 
notified  at  any  time  during  the  past  decade. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Only  one  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  the  year,  this 
being  non- pulmonary  in  type,  occurring  in  a  nan  of  62  years. 

As  mentioned  in  an  earlier  paragraph, there  were  no  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  in  1964.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases, 
and  of  deaths  from  the  disease,  whether  pulmonary  or  non -pulmonary  in 
type,  during  1964  and  rececding  years  ;- 


Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

771 

i? 

M 

F 

T  I* 

1.1 

F 

Ivi 

F 

1947 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1948 

6 

7 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1949 

3 

3 

3 

J 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1950 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1951 

1 

3 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1952 

5 

1 

- 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1953 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1954 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1955 

3 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1956 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1957 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1958 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1959 

2 

-■ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i960 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1961 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1963 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1964 

“■ 

1 

“ 

Taking  new  cases  and  deaths  from  the  disease  together,  it  can  be  seen 
at  a  glance  how  groat  the  improvement  in  the  situation  now  is,  as  compared 
with  earlier  years.  This  improvement  can  reasonably  be  attributed  to  the 
combination  of  effective  medicinal  treatment  of  known  patients  and  of 
surveillance  of  patients  and  their  immediate  contacts,  including  those  coming 
to  notice  as  inward  transfers  from  other  areas. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMODATION 


The  position  hero  remains  substantially  as  recorded  in  earlier  reports, 
with  hospital  beds  being  readily  available  for  call  patients  needing  them  by 
reason  of  suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  including  tuberculosis,  but 
in  short  supply  for  maternity  patients  and  the  elderly  chronic  sick. 

Existing  arrangements  for  investigating  the  need  for  admission  on  social 
grounds,  in  the  case  of  the  latter  types  of  patients,  were  continued,  and 
district  nursing  and  home  help  assistance  given  where  necessary.  The 
position  regarding  the  provision  of  additional  hospital  beds  for  children 
remains  as  stated  in  my  last  report. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

I  am  again  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  no  action  to  compel  removal 
of  any  patients  to  hostel  or  hospital  was  considered  necessary  during  the  year. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Arrangements  whereby  patients  are  advised,  treated  or  supervised  at 
hospitals  at  Birmingham,  Burton-on-Trent ,  Stafford  and  Walsall  continued 

unchanged. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Here  also,  previous  arrangements  continued,  specimens  from  general 
practitioners  and  the  Health  Department  being  sent  to  the  County  Chemical 
or  Public  Health  Laboratories  in  Stafford,  according  to  circumstances. 


EATJ3R  SUPPLY 


Mr.  R.  H.  Taylor,  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company  reported  that  the  supply  provided  by  the  Sandfields,  Seedy  Mill  and 
Trent  Valley  pumping  stations  proved  to  be  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and 
quantity.  Regular  and  frequent  samples  were  taken,  and  were  found  in  almost 
all  cases  to  bo  fully  satisfactory. 

Chlorination  was  carried  out  on  the  same  basis  as  outlined  in  earlier 

reports . 

Samples  of  water  examined  for  content  of  lead  were  again  found  to  be 
free  from  any  appreciable  quantity  of  that  metal,  the  water  being  of  a 
type  which  does  not  readily  absorb  load  into  solution. 

As  regard  content  of  fluoride,  the  average  was  found  to  vary  from  0.14 
parts  per  million  it  Sandfields  to  O.46  parts  per  million  at  Seedy  Mill, 
both  figures  being  well  below  the  optimum  content  of  1.0  parts  per  million. 
Unfortunately ,  it  would  appear  likely  that  there  may  he  further  administrative 
delay  in  arrangements  for  bringing  the  fluoride  content  up  to  a  more  reasonable 
level,  due  to  the  vociferous  opposition  which  the  proposal  has  aroused,  and  in 
spite  of  the  strong  case  for  the  proposal.  The  matter  is,  of  course,  one 
which  lies  within  the  province  of  the  County  Council,  which  has  got  to  make 
the  necesse„ry  arrangements  with  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 


PUBLIC  S.,; TIMING  BATH 

Samples  were,  as  in  previous  years,  taken  regularly,  and  submitted  to 
the  TpOTopriato  lnbora^oii  p.9  exnrri  nn.hi.on .  They  showed  that  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  sterilisation  is  boing  maintained  by  the  chlorinaiiuu  fdoscb 
incorporated  in  the  water- circulation  system. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.,  1955 


Arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for 
sale,  or  sold  to  the  public  continued  unchanged,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
inspections  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  the  advice  given 
during  the  course  thereof,  are  an  important  part  of  our  public  health 
work . 


Complaints  relating  to  unsound  food  continued  to  come  into  the 
Department  in  fairly  large  numbers.  More  particulars  of  these  will  be 
found  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  section  of  this  report. 

I  am  informed,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
that  fifteen  samples  of  milk  and  ninety  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs 
were  collected  in  Lichfield  by  the  Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Council 
during  1964°  Of  these,  all  the  samples  of  milk  and  all  but  three  of  the 
samples  of  oth_r  foods  and  drugs  w^re  found  to  be  genuino.  Of  the  thrac 
exceptions,  two  samples  of  pork  sausage  wor^  found  to  be  deficient  in 
meat  content,  while  one  sample  of  puppodums  was  found  to  be  incorrectly 
labelled.  Action  was  taken  to  the  appropriate  increase  in  meat 

content  in  the  first  two  cases  and  amendment  of  the  label  in  the  third. 

The  following  tabl~  shows  the  results  of  laboratory  investigations 
of  other  samples  of  milk,  tested  during  the  year  for  cleanliness  <rnd,  in 
appropriate  cases,  for  th^.  efficiency  of  the  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation 
processes 


TEST 

Type  of  Milk 

Methylene 

Blue 

(Cleanliness ) 

Phosphatase 

(Efficient 

Pasteurisation) 

Turbidity 

(.Efficient 

Sterilisation) 

Sat . 

Unsat . 

Sat . 

Unsat . 

Sat . 

Unsat . 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

58 

2 

63 

2 

_ _ 

Pasteurised 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

28 

— 

Tim  results  are  similar  to  thos^  of  the  previous  year,  but  not  quite 
so  satisfactory  as  thos.^  of  a  number  of  earlier  years.  Responsibility  for 
dealing  with  these  matters  rests,  as  stated  in  my  last  report,  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  the  c  ’.so  of  unsatisfactory 
methylene  bluo  results,  and  with  the  County  Council  in  thu  case  of  unsatis¬ 
factory  phosphatase  results. 


HOUSING 


I  am  informed  by  the  Housing  Manager  that,  of  the  173  families  rehoused 
by  the  Council  during  1964?  19  families  worj  rehoused  from  unfit  houses, 
including  those;  required  for  redevelopment  and  the  last  six  of  th„  prefab¬ 
ricated  bungalows ,  99  families  because  of  general  no  do,  and  55  families 
from  Birmingham  under  overspill  arrangements. 

Meanwhile,  th^.  number  of  families  on  the  waiting  list  increased  from 
370  at  the  beginning  of  the  ye  ox  to  388  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Statutory  action  in  relation  to  the  Council 1 s  slum- clearance  programme 
was  again  limited,  very  drastically  during  1964?  in  order  not  to  got  too  far 
ahead  of  the  availability  of  council  houses  and  flats  for  rehousing  of  those 
affected  by  statutory  action  in  earlier  years.  Demolition  orders  wore, 
however,  cade  in  respect  of  four  houses  in  Rotten  Row  and  Closing  Orders  in 
relation  to  two  houses  in  Minor's  Yard  and  one  house  in  Burton  Old  Road. 

It  appeared  probable  at  the  end  of  the  year  that,  with  redevelopment  and 
clo  .ranee  of  temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  now  dealt  with,  further  and 
more  rapid  progress  in  clearance  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  could 
bo  envisaged  in  the  very  near  future. 


Hi C TORY  ACT ,  19 61 

Particulars  relating  to  inspections  under  the  Factory  Act  are  set 
out  in  the  following  table  %  - 


No.  of 

No .  of 

Factories  on 

inspections 

Occupiers 

Register 

written  Notices 

Prosecuted 

70 

55 

2 

Nil 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  defects  found,  and  action  taken  to 

remedy  thems- 


Defects 

Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Defects  Referred 

Prosecutions 

Instituted 

Particulars  of  Defect 

To  H.L. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

pi 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  Drainage 
of  Floors 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Inforaation  relating  to  outworkers  is  set  out  below  in  the  prescribed 

forms- 


Nature  of  work 

No .  of 
Outworkers 
on  List 

No .  of 
Defaults  in 
Sending  List 
to  Council 

No .  of 

I  rose cut ions 
in  Failure  to 
supply  Lists 

No.  of 

Instances 
of  work  in 
Unwholesome 
Places 

Notice 

Served 

’Wearing  Apparel 

Making 

Cleaning 

Washing 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

II 


. 


A  now  register  of  factories  is  being  compiled ,  because  of  additions 
and  deletions  which  have  had  to  be  made  in  recent  years.  The  factories  on 
the  Trent  Valley  Trading  Estate  and  Eastern  Avenue  are  concerned  with 
light  industries,  all  of  which  are  free  from  smoke  or  effluvia.  No 
complaints  concerning  factories  were  received  during  the  year.  All  new 
building  sites  in  the  City  are  inspected  to  ensure  that  sanitary 
conveniences  arc  provided. 


RETORT  OP  TEE  CITY  SURVEYOR 


lublic  Conveniences 


Further  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  City's  conveniences. 
A  new  convenience  block  in  the  new  Bus  Station  is  nearing  completion. 


Sov/erage  &  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Burton  Old  Road  surface  water  sewer  has  been  completed  and  is  workin 
satisfactorily,  thus  reducing  the  amount  of  surface  water  discharging  into 
the  foul  outfall  sowers. 

A  scheme  for  separation  of  surface  water  from  the  foul  sowers  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  has  been  prepared,  as  also  has  a  scheme  for  a  storm 
water  overflow  and  culvert in j  of  the  brook  at  Netherstowe  and,  subject  to 
Ministry  approval,  work  is  expected  to  commence  upon  these  during  the  year. 

No  new  applications  have  been  received  for  discharges  of  trade  effluent. 

The  sewage  works  is  working  to  full  capacity,  and  its  design  figure 
has  been  reached.  Additional  filter  media  have  been  supplied  during  the 
year.  A  design  for  the  extensions  and  alterations  necessary  to  bring  the 
works  up  to  capacity  to  cope  with  increased  population  have  been  prepared  in 
conjunction  with  an  investigation  of  the  whole  sewerage  system.  Further 
examinations  of  the  sewers  are  proceeding,  and  a  large  amount  inspected 
by  television.  Cleaning  of  further  sewers  to  allow  the  televising  of 
additional  lengths  will  be  carried  out  during  1965. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Following  the  forks  Study  Consultant’s  v/ork  upon  the  refuse  collection 
service,  a  bonus  scheme  has  been  introduced,  and  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

An  extension  of  the  work  study  to  other  branches  of  the  Council's  direct 
labour  force  is  proposed. 

The  tip  at  Shenstone  has  boon  closed,  and  a  new  tip  off  Dimblcs  Lane 
has  been  brought  into  use.  During  the  year,  further  visits  and  investigations 
took  place  upon  pulverisation  as  a  future  form  of  disposal  for  refuse. 


RETORT  OF  TEE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
a)  Unsound  food  surrendered  or  condemned 


Meat  at  retail  shops . .  ..  .  267  IBs. 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  ..  .  23  lbs.  6  oz. 

Canned  Meats  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  235  IBs. 

Fish . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3  IBs . 

Fruit  and  VegctaBlos  . . .  ..  ..  ..  20  IBs. 

Other  Foods  . .  .  18  IBs . 


b)  Food  and.  Drugs  Act.,  1)55 


Number  of  pro  so  cut  ions  under  Section  2 
Number  of  prosecutions  under  Section  8 


1 


O 


Number  of  complaints  investigated  . . 


..  17 


Six  of  the  complaints  received  were  in  regard  to  foreign  bodies 
in  food.  These  included  glass  splinters  in  marmalade,  piece  of  rubber 
in  choose,  glass  splinters  in  milk  bottle,  wire  nail  in  can  of  black¬ 
berries,  piece  of  metal  in  jam  tart,  and  insects  in  a  can  of  tomatoes. 
The  other  complaints  were  in  respect  of  food  mouldy  or  otherwise  unsound 
and  unwholesome . 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  of  unsound  food  is  an 
indication  that  consumers  are  now  taking  more  interest  in  the  quality 
of  food  offered  for  sale. 


c)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  seventy  four  visits  were  made  to 
food  shops  „nd  catering  establishments  and  forty  six  to  food  stalls  on 
the  open  market.  Fifteen  intimations  were  sent  to  occupiers  concerning 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations. 


Restricted  space  is  still  the  main  difficulty  at  several  catering 
establishments  in  the  City.  In  throe  cases  -  one  cafe  and  two  food 
shops  -  the  refuse  receptacles  have  to  be  carried  through  the  premises. 
The  occupiers  have,  therefore,  been  requested  to  replace-  the  existing 
metal  bins  with  the  approved  paper  sacks,  which  arc  not  only  more 
hygienic  but  loss  unsightly.  At  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  proceeding 
on  two  food  shops  which  are  being  converted  into  supermarkets.  Those 
conversions  will  result  in  better  provision  for  the  storage  of  food, 
and  improved  facilities  for  the  assistants.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
cramped  kitchen  accommodation  is  a  feature-  of  some  now  catering 
establishments.  This  occurs  when  buildings  which  arc  not  specifically 
designed  as  food  promises  are  eventually  used  for  that  purpose.  In  these 
cases  it  has  usually  been  found  that  provision  has  been  made  for  sanitary 
accommodation  and  washing  facilities,  but  that  facilities  for  food 
storage  and  preparation  are  inadequate  because  of  restricted  space. 

Food  handling  continues  to  cause  concern,  chiefly  because  many  of 
the  persons  engaged  in  this  work  have  received  little  or  no  training 
in  food  hygiene,  bnnecossary  and  avoidable  handling  of  prepared  foods 
such  as  cooked  moats  is  still  practised  at  some  shops.  In  spite  of  the 
difficulties  encountered,  however,  I  think  it  can  bo  fairly  said  that  tho 
standard  of  food  hygiene  in  tho  City  is  gradually  being  raised. 


OFFICES,  oIIOFS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  camo  into  operation  on  lot  august,  1964.  Accompanied  by 
the  Deputy  Town  Clerk  I  attended  a  one  day  conference  which  was  hold 
in  June  at  Wolverhampton  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  administrative 
procedure.  As  the  Act  will  apply  to  all  offices  and  shops  in  tho  City 
a  considerable  amount  of  inspectorial  and  administrative  work  will  bo 
involved.  The  Act  includes  provisions  relating  to  registration  of 
promises,  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  lighting, 
sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities,  drinking  water,  accommodation 
for  clothing,  seating  arrangements,  seats  for  sedentary  workers,  eating 
facilities,  condition  of  floors,  passages  and  stairs,  fencing  of  exposed 
parts  of  machinery ,  cleaning  of  machinery,  training  and  supervision 
of  persons  working  at  dangerous  machines,  prohibition  of  heavy  work, 
first  aid,  penalisation  of  dangerous  acts  and  interference  with  equipment, 


• 

dangerous  conditions  and  practices  and  information  for  employees. 

Host  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  under  review  was  naturally  in 
connection  with  registration  of  premises,  and  advice  to  occupiers 
prouioes  required  t,o  oc  registered  under  the  Act.  Plans  v/ere  made 
fox  a  system  of  general  inspections  and  it  was  decided  to  complete 
reco.i-0.  on  the  c_;rd-index  system  in  respect  of  each  registration. 

At  thx  end  of  the  year  it  was  not  known  what  percentage  of  occupiers 


had  registered  their 


premise,  uuuuf. 


though  it  was  obvious  that  there 


were 


still  many  who  had  not  made  the  necessary  application.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  the  registrations  received,  inspections  made  and 
contraventions  found: - 


a. 


Ml 


stratione  nd  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  promises 
registered  during  the 
year 

Number  of 

registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year. 

Offices 

49 

49 

1 

Retail  Shops 

129 

129 

8 

./hole sale  shops,  Warehouses 

3 

3 

2 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public  canteens 

33 

33 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

4 

/\ 

Hr 

1 

TOTALS 

218 

218 

13 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OP  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


h)  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Cont raven t i ons 
in  respect  of* 

Found 

Sec.  4 

Cleanliness 

3 

Sec.  5 

Overcrowding 

_ 

o  A" 

See.  6 

Temperature 

«  7 

Ventilation 

_ 

Sec.  8 

Lighting 

Sec.  9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

3 

Sec.  10 

Washing  facilities 

- 

Joe.  11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 


Cont 


i 


! 


•i 


■ 


■ 


Contraventions 
in  respect  of; 

Found 

Sec.  12 

Accommodation  for  clothing 

— 

Sec.  13 

Sitting  facilities 

- 

Sec.  14 

Seats  for  sedentary  workers 

- 

Sec.  15 

Eating  facilities 

- 

Sec.  16 

Floors,  passages,  stairs 

2 

Sec.  17 

Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of  machinery 

- 

Sec.  18 

Protection  of  young  parsons  from  dangerous 
machinery . 

Sec.  19 

Training  of  'persons  working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

Sec.  23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

— 
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First  Aid  -  General  Provisions 
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TOTAL 

16 

HOUSING 


Detailed  inspections  were  mad^  at  a  number  of  houses  during  th^  year, 
including  thirteen  in  Sandford  Street,  fifteen  in  Rotten  Row  and  seventeen 
in  Dean's  Croft.  The  thirteen  houses  in  Sandford  Street  were  included  in 
a  clearanco  area.  The  tot:  1  number  of  inspections  for  various  purposes 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty . 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  are  dealt  with  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  but  these  are  referred  to  me  when  old  properties  arc  involved 
so  that  an  opinion  can  bo  given  as  to  whether  or  not  the  houses  concerned 
are  likely  to  bo  affected  by  any  proposals  under  the  clearance  sections 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 

There  are  only  two  houses  in  the  City  in  multiple  occupation.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  families  in  occupation  was  nine, 
five  in  one  house  and  four  in  the  other.  There  was  no  question  of  over¬ 
crowding,  as  most  of  the  separate  apartments  were  occupied  by  only  two 
people.  Each  lotting  had  the  use  of  a  living  room  with  washing  facilities, 
including  the  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  supplies ,  and  a  separate 
bedroom.  The  houses  were  visited  at  least  once  each  month  to  ensure  that 
a  reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


a)  Investigation  of  Com  plaints 

Daring  the  year  under  review  one  hundred  and  thirteen  complaints 
were  received ,  seventy  three  of  those  being  in  rospect  of  private 
dwelling  houses  and  forty  in  connection  with  trade-  premises.  All 
complaints  are  investigated  .and  baiting  was  carried  out  at  ono 
hundred  and  one  premises.  A  system  of  permanent  baiting  at  the 
Council's  refuse  tip  has  proved  to  bo  effective. 

b)  Block  Surveys 

Fifteen  block  surveys  wore  carried  out  during  tho  year.  The 
premises  visited  were  in  various  parts  of  the  City,  the  object 
being  to  ensure  that  each  locality  is  surveyed  at  least  once 
during  tho  course  of  the  year.  No  major  infestation  was  found, 
but  a  few  minor  infestations  had  to  bo  dealt  with.  Apart  from 
block  surveys,  regular  visits  are  made  to  places  which  have  given 
trouble  in  the  past,  including  the  banks  of  the  Minster  Pool  and 
tho  canal  banks  in  the  Birmingham  Road,  Tanworth  Road  and  London 
Road  area. 

c)  Sewer  Treatments 

Baiting  was  done  in  Stowe  Street,  Partridge  Croft,  Lunns  Croft, 
wissage  Road,  Charnwood  Close,  St.  Michaels  Road,  Mallicot  Close, 
Benson  Close,  Scotch  Orchard,  Furnival  Crescent,  Leomonsley  and 
Christchurch  Lane.  Bait  bags  are  used  for  baiting  tho  sewers  in 
accordance  with  tho  recommendations  made  by  the  Infestation  Control 
Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

d)  Results  of  Treatment 

All  promises  treated  for  the  eradication  of  rats  or  mice  are  re- 
inspected  to  ensure  that  treatment  has  been  effective.  Careful 
observations  have  been  made  to  determine  whether  or  not  resistance 
to  warfarin  has  occurred.  There  has  been  no  evidence  of  this  in  tho 
City,  but  in  view  of  reports  of  warfarin  resistance  in  other  districts, 
the  possibility  of  this  arising  will  bo  kept  in  mind. 

As  in  previous  years,  it  has  boon  necessary  in  several  cases  to  call 
tho  attention  of  occupiers  of  premises  to  the  importance  of  regular 
removal  of  refuse  material  which,  if  allowed  to  accumulate,  harbours 
rats  and  mice.  Rodent  control  work  is  more  difficult  at  old 
buildings  whore  attempts  at  rat-proofing  are  not  always  successful. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

There  is  only  one  establishment  in  tho  City  licensed  under  this 
Act.  Conditions  wore  found  satisfactory  when  inspections  wore  made. 

PUBLIC  il ./Ilf PING  BATH 

During  the  year  fourteen  samples  wero  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  for  chlorine  test. 


